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Cancer Treatment Research
In recent history, there
have been many groundbreaking
achievements in the medical field,
ranging from pharmaceuticals,
to treatment methods, to medical
equipment. One such advancement that is showing great promise
is a treatment for skin cancer, and
none other than former Lakeview
graduate Kala Mahen is taking part
in its research and development.
Mahen graduated from
Lakeview in 2015, and went on to
Allegheny College in Meadville.
She now works at the Stark Lab
of the Cleveland Clinic in Cleveland, Ohio, where she is researching a potential treatment for skin
cancer. The treatment is based on
a drug known as PALA, which, in
theory, will be applied to areas of
the body affected by skin cancer

By Tucker Amon
as a topical ointment. Mahen has tem to produce molecules called Learn from people. If you have any
been conducting research involv- “interferons,” which would provide opportunities, take them.” She also
ing PALA’s effect on lab mice, a barrier to help the body defend urges students to, “wear a mask!”
with astoundingly positive results. against the virus. This project was
The cure is undergoing test- making great progress, but unforing with the FDA to clear it as a med- tunately its funding was cut in faication that can be distributed to the vor of further researching other popublic. This testing has so far point- tential Coronavirus vaccines, and
ed to the conclusion that PALA, in research had to be discontinued.
While at Lakeview, Mahen
its current form, will be cleared for
use in clinical trials, relatively soon. took an interest in STEM, and said,
Another project that Mahen “Lakeview had really prepared me
has been a part of was a potential for college.” She is currently furtreatment method for COVID-19. thering her education in a PhD proMahen, along with other research- gram through the Cleveland Clinic.
She encourages Lakeview
ers at the Cleveland Clinic, had
been researching a preventative students to use all the opportunities
treatment for the worldwide Coro- available to them to succeed and to
navirus pandemic. This research understand that they are capable of
Kayla Mahen and Tucker Amon
involved using the drug that used whatever they set their minds to, sayPhotographed by Tucker amon
to make up the oral polio vaccine ing, “The more you do for yourself,
to cause the body’s immune sys- the better off you are. Talk to people.

A Roller Coaster for Winter Athletes
Winter athletes started their
season just like any other, practicing
in the gym with their teammates. But
on Nov. 16, Lakeview High School
made the call, and shut down due to
an increase of Covid-19 cases. At
this time, Winter Sports were drawn
to a halt. Many athletes awaited
the School Board Meeting on Dec.
7, that determined the fate of their
seasons. By a unanimous vote, the
board decided to allow sports to
practice, while continuing online
learning. Teams began practicing
the following day, and the situation
was starting to feel normal again.
Our Boys Basketball, Girls
Basketball, Wrestling, and Cheerleading teams were ready to begin
their season, but then, not even a
week later on Dec. 12, Governor
Wolf shut down the state of Pennsylvania until Jan. 4. Once again,
the athletes were pushed back, and
forced to stay at home. The holidays were a distraction to many,
but when Jan. 4 came, energy
was higher than ever in the gym.
Yet again, the athletes were

By Reese Gadsby and Ethan Barrick
eager than ever to get on the court changing all the time, athletes still above all, us winter sport athletes.
and mat. Seasons were starting to have to keep working hard and stay Not only keeping us from having
look better rather than worse, and motivated through the tough sea- a normal season, but also taking
these athletes were starting to fi- son. These athletes are willing to a large toll on me and my fellow
nally get things going their way. keep getting out on the court and the athletes mental health. In the fall,
Unfortunetely, both the Girls Bas- mats to show their true potential. athletes were fortunate enough to
ketball and Wrestling teams were
According to Girls Bas- have a season, although with many
shut down for 10 days due to ketball Senior, Danielle Sonthtim- limitations. But for winter athletes,
Covid-19 exposure. The wrestling er,“This school year has been one of this season has been anything but
team was placed in quarantine un- the most substantial challenges for normal. I, and my fellow seniors,
til Jan. 19, while the Girls Basket- students, teachers, and families but are just hoping for a somewhat norball Team was placed in quarantine
until Jan. 20. Up to this point, both
teams have yet to kick off their season, and are simply losing games
and matches off their schedule.
Athletic Director Brie Simmons is working her hardest to reschedule and pick up more games
and matches. The Girls Basketball team is scheduled to play
their first game on Saturday, Jan.
23 against the Titusville Rockets. The Wrestling team is also
scheduled to kick off their season this Saturday, Jan. 23 as well.
This year has definitely been
Seniors Anthony Grim, Hunter Miller, Isaac Lightcap, and Sam
unusual compared to past years.
Wygant Photographed by Beth Lewis
With the pandemic and schedules
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Update on Students for
Charity

Exceptional
Athletes

The Boys Cross Country team
had a great season, and Ethan Barrick
was region runner of the year and
also made the first team, alongside
Colson Jenkins. Cody Sturgeon made
By Leah Hostetler
the second team. The Girls Cross By Melana Vaughn
Congratulations to our out- Country team also had a phenomenal
The
recently
updated
standing fall athletes! Through season; Abby Mellon and Mikayla
Montgomery
both
made
first
team.
COVID-19
restrictions
have
caused
the tough times and new sport requirements, these student ath- Second team included Lydia Barnard, a lot of problems for clubs in terms
letes have continued to strive Aubrey Hogue and Kady Alexander. of gathering for meetings and raising money through fundraisers. But
to
accomplish
their
goals.
Lakeview’s Students for Charity
The exceptional athletes on
members have worked hard to ensure
the volleyball team who made the
that they are still reaching the comregion all star teams were Haven
munity members and school students
Patton, making the first team all rethat are in need. The club has been
gion, and Sierra Williams and Leah
continuing to meet virtually to make
Hostetler making the second team.
plans for future events and fundraisers.
The football team had many
Students for Charity plans to
successful athletes, including Lane
do
more
pajama days and hat days as
Barber, Isaac Devault and Gavin Murfundraiser opportunities. The club is
dock, making first team all region.
also planning on joining the middle
Additionally, Calogano Wilkins and
school’s Students for Charity club to
Damon Kerr made the second team.
celebrate the 100th day of school with
Golf had a very triumphant
a hat day. This will take place some2020 season, despite the challenges as
time in February when the students
well. Anthony Grim not only made the
have returned to in-person learning.
first team all region, but was also reWhile the logistics are still
gion golfer of the year. Cameron Mc- Ethan Barrack Photographed by
in question, the club still hopes to
Feely also made the first team; mak- Rich Reed
sponsor their annual Ice Cream Soing the second team was Ted Shilitio.

cial event for juniors and seniors
to participate in. “We will still continue to donate to members of the
school and community that are in
need especially during this difficult
time,” said club advisor Mrs. Uber.

Melana Vaughn Photographed
by Melana Vaughn

Speech and Debate Success

Though many may wish that they
could have a regular Speech and Debate season, Lakeview is lucky that
By Adelle Sealand and Madison Moody
Following the beginning of tive years. Freshman Aliya Harvey’s coaches and teachers put so much
the Speech and Debate season, Lakev- piece includes prose and poetry, and work into their teams. We will never
iew’s team has gone to different vir- Emma Chwalek competes in dramat- know until we get there, so competitors
tual competitions, and have so far had ic performance. In duo interpretation will keep doing their best this season,
an amazing season. At the McDow- Melana Vaughn and Carly Amon and see what next year brings them!
ell tournament we had a 2nd place in have a humorous piece. Along with
duo, 3rd in original oratory, and 3rd many others, Speech and Debate
in oral interpretation. At Mercer- 1st gives these students an opportunity to
in original oratory, 2nd in duo, and improve their speaking skills, and for
3rd in dramatic competition. Lastly, a some even create their own pieces.
As anyone can really guess, the
1st in duo, 1st in oral interpretation,
3rd in original oratory, and 3rd in season has looked different for everydramatic performance at the Harbor one this year. Competitions and even
Creek competition. There are a total some practices take place online. Earof 3 more tournaments this season, lier this school year when Lakeview
then onto states for those who qualify. went fully online, practices continued
Mrs. Kohr said that she is, virtually. Other than that, they have
“very pleased with how well our been in person. This also continues
students have done this year.” Some when we begin hybrid or fully remote
students were mentioned such as se- learning in the remainder of the year.
Speech and Debate Banner Photographed by Mrs.
nior Dakota Snyder, winner of the
The states competition takes
Kohr
district championship for 3 consecu- place virtually this year as well.

New to NHS

By Lydia Heckman
Last year the National Honor Society started a new opportunity for upcoming juniors to be able
to join the club, unlike previous
years, where only upcoming seniors have applied. Due to the recent change, a second round of applications was reviewed for seniors,
for a second chance to be accepted.
Two seniors, Allyson Ibbs and Kendall Crocker were accepted and inducted into the NHS on Dec. 3, 2020.
Crocker said, “I was honored and thrilled to be chosen to be a part of the NHS.”
The National Honor Society
has started a new school service project. To help brighten up the school, they
hosted a ceiling tile fundraiser, which
allowed clubs, organizations and

grade levels to purchase ceiling tiles
to be placed in the front lobby, when
you enter through the main entrance.
Junior member, Amber Sefton said,
“This will make the school look nicer.”
NHS advisor, Mrs. Kaltenbaugh said, “As of right now,
we have sold 28 tiles, but they
are still available for purchase
for any club or organization.”
This new school service project benefits the school in many ways.
Mrs. Kaltenbaugh said, “This is a
great way to replace damaged ceiling
tiles, both financially and visually.
It also gives clubs and organizations
a way to show their school spirit.”
Josie Gadsby, junior NHS
member commented on this project, “I feel walking into the school
and seeing these tiles will brighten
it up and boost the schools spirit.”

Allyson Ibbs Photographed
by Lifetouch

Kendall Crocker Photographed by
Lydia Heckman
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Ski Club

By Phillip Peltonen

The Ski club is an organization in which Mr. Cumpston and
other teachers take students to locations where they can ski or snowboard. This lets students experience
something new and exciting. Also,
many students get to make new
friends and amazing experiences.
“This club has helped me
learn a new hobby that I love
very much, from learning how
to snowboard, to now going out
with my friends and having a great
time,” said Austin Robinowitz.
Sadly, this year the ski trip
season has been canceled due to
Covid-19. But that has not stopped
people from skiing or snowboarding, as Gavin Krupa said, “It is a
bummer that I can’t hang out with
my friends, but it’s nice still being able to go with my family to
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my favorite place, Holiday Valley.”
Many in the club are hoping that they will be able to go with
the group to ski or snowboard.
Brayden Sample said, “I’m honestly very hopeful that it’ll continue
next year. I’m a little upset about
not being able to snowboard this
year but i’m excited for next winter.”
It is safe to say that most
participants are excitedly awaiting
next year’s season in anticipation.

Students Going the Extra Mile

By Reese Gadsby

The Challenge Program is a
fairly new program that has recently
been introduced to Lakeview High
School. The program recognizes
students for hard work and dedication. Awards are given to selected
students in the following categories:
Attendance, Academic Achievement,
Academic
Improvement,
Stem and Community Service.
For Attendance, Academic
Improvement and Academic Excellence, Mr. Morris keeps files of attendance records and students GPA’s.
For Stem, certain teachers select students who they believe have worked
hard and are excelling in the classroom, and for Community Service
students, logged hours will be taken
into consideration by Mr. Morris.

Once all names have been considered,
the top 10% are taken for each category and chosen by a lottery system.
Seniors will be awarded for their hard
work in the Spring, and underclassmen will be awarded for their efforts
the following school year at our kick
off assembly, if circumstances allow.
This year’s theme was; “why
not you?” and the following students from Lakeview were recognized and awarded a $200 check
for their outstanding hard work. For
Attendance: Kayla Gander and Loren Reagle. STEM: Jalissa Baker
and Tucker Amon. Community Service: Gabriella Butterfield and Mikayla Montgomery. Academic Improvement: Christian Barber and
Kya Cooper. Academic Excellence:
Abigail Sefton and Carter Williams.
According to Ms. Misty Low-

New Board member Boland

By Kylie Steen

As of Dec. 7, 2020 the Lakeview School Board gained a new member, Mrs. Susan Boland. Mrs. Boland,
senior Luke Bobosky’s mother, is
very excited that she joined the board.
“Mrs. Boland is very skilled
in Human Resources and Grant

Writing. She will prove very helpful in assisting the administration in these areas,” said Dr. Hoge.
Along with her stated skills, Boland’s
time as President of the Grove City Rotary Club and former administrative/
leadership positions make her qualified for her position as Chairperson of
the Personnel Committee and also a

Lakeview Students Participate
in Mock Trial Competition
By Elsa and Priscilla Cole

The Mock Trial is a competition between multiple teams,
defending their own side of a case
file. It is a simulation of a real trial, however, with many similarities
to an actual one. Run by Mrs. Kohr,
the team consists of Melana Vaughn,
Alexandria Bemis, Zoe Greggs, Aiden Black, Cydney Devereaux, Luke
Sheidy, Carly Amon, Aliya Harvey
and MaKayla Sciullo. They defend
their side of a case by using certain
techniques, logic, and lawyer skills.
“It requires a good work ethic,
and a hard working background to prepare. Reviewing and analyzing materials is a big aspect that it takes to be a
part of these students,” said Mrs. Kohr.
On both teams, there are
attorneys and witnesses, mak

ing it seem like an actual trial.
Also, each team is the defendant
and prosecution at least one time.
Since they are using real-life
lawyer techniques and skills, you
have to point out certain flaws or inconsistencies that would point and
lead the trial into your favor. As
a group, they compete Jan. 26-27.

ry, Program Development Manager
of Southwestern PA, “We also have
our Student of the Year competition,
which is currently running right now.
Students just need to visit tcpinc.
org, click on the Student of the Year
link, and tell us why they deserve to
win Student of the Year. Top prize is
$1500! You do not need to be a nominee or award winner in the 5 award

categories to enter- just answer some
questions on how our message inspired you to overcome challenges
to be the best student you can be.”
The
Challenge
Program
not only pushes students to be the
best versions of themselves, but it
also rewards them for their hard
work and dedication. Always push
your best in the classroom, and

member of the Curriculum and Policy Committees. She will be one
of the nine board members who
work together with the Superintendent on developing and overseeing policy, budget and personnel.
Mrs. Boland said, “I joined
the board as a way to give back to the
Lakeview School District, a hidden
diamond in the county. It has provided my son a great experience with
its wide array of activities and educational opportunities that it provides.”
Boland plans to be a board member
until her term is over, presently. In her
time, Mrs. Boland said, “I am interested in expanding educational and extracurricular activities that will assist
students in future pursuits and help
them develop their leadership skills.”
Mrs. Boland is ready to
work and learn beside her fellow
board members, and support the
numerous academic and activity programs throughout the school.

Encouraging
Lakeview

By Julia Gadsby
After
Lakeview
Middle-High School made the switch
to remote learning, the Lakeview
staff was searching for ways to
continue the Sailor 200 Program.
While it was difficult to acknowledge the kind acts of the Lakeview students while virtual learning
was taking place, Mrs. Snyder found
a way to include students who have
shown academic integrity. To receive
a Sailor 200, students must have a
good attitude, good attendance, engagement and show participation.
After the most recent drawing, 10
student names were selected to receive prizes: Autumn Tingley, Dustin
Welton, Ashlee Domek, Lily Hazlett,
Alysia Love, Chance Mathieson, RJ
Cook, Jamie Maxwell and Jacob Frey.
The next drawing will most
likely be taking place at the nearest
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assembly. According to Mrs. Snyder, this will be the scheduling assembly, which might be held virtually this year. Some of the prizes to be
given out are gift certificates and a
mystery motivation donation. At the
last anticipated drawing, larger prizes are donated by Lakeview Clubs.
“I like to think so, we had
good, immediate responses from
teachers with about 14 to 15 a day,”
Mrs. Snyder said when asked if she
believed that the Sailor 200 program
during remote learning was able to
encourage the students. Through
virtual learning, Lakeview Middle-High School was able to benefit from the Sailor 200 program.

Burke the Elf
By Zoe Greggs

Last December Santa sent
one of his elves down to Oakview Elementary to spread Christmas joy and
some mischief among the teachers.
Last year was challenging
for everyone, no one knew what
was going to happen next so when
Oakview and Lakeview went remote, many kids were devastated
that they could not see their friends
during the holiday season. Despite
Oakview being fully remote and all
the kids stuck at home, Mrs. Sealand wanted to do something for the
kids to keep December merry and
bright. So Santa sent one of his most
mischievous elves, Mr. Gary Burke.
Burke the elf went through
all the classrooms causing. Mrs. Julie Oliver, Mrs. Jenn Redfoot, Mrs.
Ashley Sealand, and Mrs. Nancy
Keeling came together to create
tasks for Burke the Elf to complete.
Mrs. Jenn Redfoot found her library
a mess after Burke the elf created a
mess by knocking some Christmas
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Keeping up with the Career
Center

By Nash Lewis

The Mercer County Career
Center was one of the first schools in
the area to get hit hard by COVID-19.
Near the beginning of the school year,
the whole cosmetology department
had to quarantine, due to multiple
cases within the class. This led the
building to turn to a hybrid schedule.
Teachers are there all five
days, while first year students attend class on Monday and Tuesday. Second and third year students take face-to-face classes on
Thursday and Friday. On Wednesday, all Career Center students do
a zoom meeting for their course.
When in-person the students,
like every other school, must wear
masks and practice social distancing in order to maintain safety precautions. If the home school is shut
down, those students will do an online canvas, like an online workbook.
According to some Career
books off the shelves. He was seen
sledding down the stairs and raiding the lunchroom fridge of their
whipped cream. The playful elf even
threw toilet paper all through Principal, Mr. Kevin Bairou´s, office.
Mrs. Jenn Redfoot said “All
of the kiddos enjoyed seeing Gary
Burke run around the school causing havoc among the classrooms.
Christmas spirit was raised all
across Oakview and the students.”

Mr. Burke, the Elf

Center students, it has become harder
for them to learn and focus. Some of
the departments at the Career Center
are more hands-on, so it has become
more difficult and challenging for the
students. The students hope to return
to the building full time one day, as
it was in the beginning of the year.

Shop With a
Cop

coupons. This program is a great
way to help spread holiday cheer
and help those in a time of need.

By Alivia Slater
On Dec. 12, 2020, police
departments across Mercer County
joined together to make for another
successful “Shop With a Cop” trip.
This is an annual event in which
different departments raise money
to allow local police officers to take
children shopping in honor of the
holiday season. This event also allows for children to spend time and
get to know those who they trust as
police officers in their community.
This year departments raised
over $4,000 to spend on the children. Over 30 children were taken
shopping this year. Officers said
the shopping trips put a “contagious and heartwarming” smile on
every child’s face. It is also clear
that all of the officers enjoy their
time spent with the children as well.
Along with the shopping trip
provided for the children, different
companies give their families food

Lighting up the Town

By Marissa Reither and Lauren Oliver
On Dec. 5, 2020, the Mer- tor parade, while also staying safe.
cer County Ag Development CounThe ADC was very pleased
cil (ADC) put together a Light Up with the turnout of the event and the
Night fundraiser at the Stoneboro amount of donations they received.
Fairgrounds. They called this event A representative from the ADC said,
the “Tractors and Tinsel Drive “We were very pleased with the
Thru.” This event consisted of lit up event and overwhelmed at the attractors, buses, and even fire trucks. tendance. People started through the
The ADC partnered with the Sandy displays early, and the last car went
Lake “Christmas Magic” Committee through at 11:00 p.m. We also colin both 2018 and 2019. In those years, lected over 5,000 pounds of canned
they did a light up tractor parade goods and cash donations for the
before “Christmas Magic.” Since Lakeview Area Helping Hands.”
Christmas Magic was cancelled this
The Agricultural Developyear, the ADC came up with an al- ment Council has been discussing a
ternative way to continue the trac- similar event for 2021. A few aspects

Tractor Photographed by Shelly Cole
of the event may change, but there
is a possibility that another LightUp Night drive thru will happen
again in 2021’s Christmas season.
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Cordelia Williams Crowned
Miss Keystone

By Jordan Olson
Lakeview’s own Cordelia
Williams was recently crowned Miss
Keystone Rodeo 2021. Williams
won this title by competing in The
Miss Keystone State Rodeo Pageant.
For the pageant Cordelia
had to write an essay explaining the
importance of why she wanted to
participate in the State Rodeo Pageant and what she would be able to
contribute to the community. Williams additionally had to write an
autobiography and sell gun raffle
tickets as part of the competition.
As another major part of the competition, contestants were asked
to complete a horsemanship pattern, with the stipulation that they
could not use their own horse or

a horse they have ridden before.
Williams used her neighbor
Dave Zerbrovious’ horse to complete the pattern. With the contest
being virtual, she had to send a video of her completing the pattern on
Zebrovious’ horse, to the pageant officials to be scored. This score would
be used along with the writings to determine the winner. When the results
came back, Williams was delighted
to know that she had won the Horsemanship Contest and the pageant.
When asked why she wanted
to compete in the competition, Williams said, “When I was younger,
my mom took me to Quarter Horse
Congress, where I got to meet Miss
Pennsylvania. This encounter then
sparked my interest into pageants.”

College Decisions

By Rachel O’Polka
For many juniors and especially seniors thinking of college can
cause a lot of stress. When you think
about college, you might start to
think about what will happen if you
do not get into your dream college,
how you are going to afford college,
not knowing what to major in, or just
not knowing if college is for you.
For most students who plan
on going to college, they have had
a dream college for as long as they
can remember. When you start your
senior year, applying to college is
one of the first things you do, and the
first college you apply to is the one
you have been dreaming of going
to forever. If you get accepted into
this dream college, it is a no-brainer and you will go there, but if you
are not accepted you will want to
apply to some backup colleges.

If you have been accepted
into college and are stressing over
how you are going to afford everything that college entails, there are
many ways to get free money that
you will not have to pay back later. There are countless amounts of
scholarships and grants that you can
apply for that will lessen the amount
students have to pay for college. You
can also apply for FAFSA to help
you. Along with scholarships, grants
and FAFSA you can get loans. Unlike the other ways to get money
for college, you will have to pay
back the loans, and with interest.
Not knowing what to major
in is a common problem with applying to college. When you choose
your major, you are deciding what
you want to spend the rest of your
life doing and that can prove to be a
hard decision for most people. If you

Covid
Updates

dents started their hybrid process.
Lakeview School District has
no longer mandated masks during
sporting events. The only time students have to have masks on is when
they are not physically doing anything. On the other hand, coaches will
continue to wear their masks while
they are coaching their students. Social distancing and sanitizing will
still be utilized as much as possible.
This school district has
taken Covid-19 very seriously and will continue to keep these
restrictions until further notice.

By Kaylee Martin

As of the publication of this
article, the Lakeview School District is back in school on the hybrid
model of instruction. Although there
are still students who will remain
online full time, the majority of
the Lakeview students are in-person at least two days per week.
Students are still required
to wear a mask at all times and
maintain 6 feet apart throughout
the school day. On the Lakeview
School District website, there is
now an update page on how many
cases are in the school. This feature
is under the Covid-19 Dashboard.
On Jan. 11, the students
returned to online classes due to
the number of students and teachers in quarantine. This continued
until Jan. 18. This was when stu-

COVID-19 updates curtosy of
the Lakeview Dirstrict Homepage

Furthermore, Williams really enjoyed the pageant and felt that
it was a great experience for her.
She had never been in a pageant
of this caliber and style before. By
competing in the pageant, Williams
was able to meet numerous other
contestants that were around her age
with similar interests. Williams had
made some new companionships
through her pageant experience.
“It was a moment where I
was super proud of myself
and excited,” said Williams.
In order to make winning the pageant a possibility, Williams needed
some help. Throughout the course of
the competition Cordelia was supported by her family, friends, and
sponsors. She feels that she would
not have been able to compete in and
win the pageant without their assistance. Williams said, “ I would like
to give a huge thank you to my spon-

sors, family, and friends. They are
the ones who made me successful in
the pageant and all of this a possibility. I am very grateful for them.”

Cordelia Williams Photographed by

know exactly what you want to do school. These decisions are proven
with your life, then that is great, but if to be hard, but worth it in the end.
you do not, then you have some hard
decisions coming your way. When
applying to college without knowing
what you want to do, you could apply as undecided for the first 2 years
and take all the required classes before you decide on an actual major.
Along with applying as undecided,
you could apply for a major you think
you may have an interest in, and if
you change your mind, change your
major next semester. Many who do
not know what to do in college also
take a gap year where they just work
or travel for a year before attending college so they have more time
to think about the huge decision.
College also is not for everyHaven Patton Photographed
one, and if you do not think you will
by hayley Patton
like it, there are other options for you.
If college is not right for you, then you
have the option of going straight into
the workforce or attending a trade

Varying
Vaccines

By Alexandria Bemis

All throughout the COVID
pandemic, people have been wondering when the end is coming and
life will go back to normal. With the
start of vaccines being rolled out
and used, we can see the beginning
of freedom as we know it. There
are two vaccines available for public use currently. The two are the
Pfizer BNT162b2 and the Moderna
mRNA-1273. Both vaccines use two
doses that are a little over 20 days
apart. They both are shots in the upper arm that have mild side effects
such as pain on the injection site
the day of injection and redness.
The Moderna vaccine will
give the user a 94% effectiveness just
two weeks after the second injection
whereas the Pfizer vaccine will give
the user a 95% effectiveness just one
week after the second injection. This

will have a great impact on the economy within the next year. It will be
months before the vaccine is administered to enough people to have the
lockdown taken away, but there is
a regular life coming back in sight.
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Student…or Google Icon: A Point/Counter Point Editorial

By Melody Shillito and Josie Gadsby ing and, sadly, Tik Tok. There were
many times I found myself cookGoing into junior year, I ing food during class or endlessly
knew the chances of not going vir- swiping through Tik Toks, having
tual at some point were slim. I, Mel- no idea what the teacher was sayody Shillito, dreaded the day I was ing. Although in the midst of a
going to hear we would not be com- global pandemic, I would love to
ing back into the building the next have a sense of normalcy in my
day. And that day came, Nov. 16, life- a typical school day. I think,
2020. Contrary to popular belief, I with the proper precautions, that
feel virtual learning is difficult and school can continue just like many
taxing for my academic career. Per- other things have: stores, jobs,
sonally, I feel that the instruction and most importantly our lives.
On the other hand, I, Josie
is not the same, and my ability to
focus and retain information is not Gadsby, rather enjoyed virtual
there. I thrive with the interaction learning. Much like many of my
with my classmates, and without peers, I am not a morning person
it, I lose my motivation. When at by the farthest stretch. Waking
school, I have nothing else to do up every weekday at the crack of
but my assignments, so I am pro- dawn just to go school was very
ductive and not distracted. Going to difficult. That extra hour of sleep
school requires me to keep a routine I received whilst learning at home
and not stay in my bed until noon. gave me the much needed enerOn top of this, I live in an gy to complete my school work.
area where the internet is slow, if During the months we were virtual,
any at all. I am sure many of my I was able to achieve good grades
classmates can agree that there is and receive a Sailor 200 Award.
I think others can agree—
nothing more frustrating than losing connection on a meet, not being even if they did not enjoy the two
able to turn in assignments and just months online—that one of the
participating virtually in general best things about virtual learning
with poor internet. It takes me triple was the fact that we got dismissed
the time to complete assignments at the beginning of advisory. Bethat in-person could be complet- ing only a junior, it felt nice geted easily during the class period. ting “senior privilege” a year earIn addition, school kept me ly. Another pro was that I could
away from bad habits like snack- eat snacks all day. Personally, I

Editorial: Valiant Vaccine

By Haven Patton
Is the worldwide pandemic coming to an end? With recent
discoveries of a possible stop to
COVID, the end to the pandemic
is looking a lot brighter. Two married, German scientists have recently discovered a vaccine that is
expected to prevent the symptoms
of COVID that are so deadly. There
are currently two vaccinations, Pfzier-BioNTech and Moderna, and the
United States has recently started to
transmit these vaccines to citizens.
With the recent development of these vaccines, healthcare
workers were the first to receive it.
Teachers, older residents in nursing homes, and essential workers have also recently been able
to receive the vaccine. The vaccine will not be administered to
anyone below the age of 18 until
more research has been conducted.
Because of this vaccine, the
citizens who choose to receive it are
supposed to be protected from all
symptoms of COVID. The vaccine
has been proven to eliminate the
side effects of the disease. The people who have received the vaccine
are still required to wear a mask
wherever they go. Due to limited research on this vaccine, it is still uncertain whether or not the vaccine
stops the spread of COVID. Re-

searchers are still working closely
to figure out if the vaccine prevents
a person from contracting the virus.
In just over a month, I will
be 18. This means that I will be old
enough for the vaccine. I still have
not decided if I will receive the vaccine or not. There are many things
that I need to read about and learn
more about the vaccine in general,
but I know that if the vaccine is not
suspected to hurt me in the long run,
then I will get it. Not only will I get
the vaccine to protect myself from
the virus, but to also help protect
those around me. If you are able to
receive the vaccine, it is important
that you research it first, and then act
upon whichever decision you make.

was able to focus more with a full
stomach and my thirst quenched.
When lunch rolled around, I
also got to make my own food.
More importantly, with an
ongoing global pandemic and my
mother a healthcare worker on the
frontlines, staying at home and away
from COVID risks was the most
important reason I liked online. The
administration at Lakeview decided to go virtual in order to protect
students and staff from COVID and
ensure their safety. Many may not
have liked it, but staying home and
avoiding the daily contact with my
peers protected my mom, dad, sister, grandparents and uncle with a

compromised immune system.
Despite the mixed feelings,
there is one thing that is important: safety. Either way, students
are receiving their education—
whether virtually or in person.

Josie Gadsby and Melody Shillito Photographed by Lydia
Heckman
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